
Geometric String Art 

 
Supplies: 

● Square piece of sanded plywood 
● Finishing nails (nails with a small head) 
● Hammer (or rock!) 
● Embroidery Floss 
● Scissors 
● Paper Template 
● Tape 

 
Instructions: 

1. Using the paper template provided, or a symmetrical geometric design of your own making, 
attach it to the plywood with a single piece of tape on it’s back. 

2. Hammer the nails into each of the end points, so for the 8-sided design above, that is 8 nails 
around the perimeter, like a stop sign. 

3. Gently rip the pattern out from under the nails, keeping it beside you as a guide. 

4. Choose a first color of floss, make a slip knot in the end, and tie it onto the first nail. When you 
follow the pattern, choose the perimeter first, then once that is completed, move to the designs 
of the interior of the shape. 

5. Tie a knotted end of the first floss to the first nail, and then wrap the floss around each 
subsequent nail, around the pattern. When you reach the end of the pattern (or the first nail 
where you started), tie a knot onto the first piece of string, and tighten. You can trim the ends 
now or at the end of the project. 

6. Pick a second color of floss, and start working on the internal designs/shapes of the pattern. In 
the example above, the inside squares were created next.Follow the same process, tie a knot 
onto the first nail, wrap the floss around all related nails for the pattern, then tie a knot onto the 
nail where you started. Trim. 

7. Continue with the floss and the nails to copy the pattern. Change the floss color to make the 
pattern vibrant and to highlight the various shapes found in the geometry of the overall design. 

8. When you are all done, trim all the edges, and you can gently bring the string to the tops of your 
nails - IF they are nails with flat heads- and this will create a geometric shadow on the plywood 
base.  


